1. The “Arts and Crafts” Initiative — The Queen of Thai Silk, a Role Model
in Preserving and Promoting Thai Textiles Worldwide

The story of Thai silk is not new. This exquisite form of traditional
craftsmanship—once neglected—was revived and elevated to national prominence
more than half a century ago. In 1970 (B.E. 2513), following a major flood disaster
in northeastern Thailand, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother
graciously commanded that Thai silk weaving be promoted as a means to restore
livelihoods for the affected people.

This royal initiative marked the beginning of an extensive
occupational development project that provided income and stability to
communities across the country. It later grew into the establishment of the
SUPPORT Foundation (The Foundation for the Promotion of Supplementary
Occupations and Related Techniques of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of
Thailand).

Through her vision and dedication, Her Majesty not only preserved
Thailand’s rich textile heritage but also transformed Thai silk into a symbol of
national pride—renowned and admired around the world.




2. Promoting Equal Educational Opportunities for the Youth of the Nation

In the field of education, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother has
graciously contributed her personal funds to establish Chaomae Luang
Uppatham School 1, providing education for Yao hill-tribe children in Ban Huai
Khan, Mae Ngon Subdistrict, Fang District, Chiang Mai Province. She entrusted
the school’s supervision to the Border Patrol Police Bureau. Today, the school
offers education up to the lower secondary level under the Ministry of Education.
Furthermore, Her Majesty personally funded the construction of a new school
building for Chaomae Luang Uppatham School 2, established for Hmong hill-
tribe children in Mae Rim Subdistrict, Mae Rim District, Chiang Mai Province.

Through these initiatives, Her Majesty has demonstrated her deep commitment to
ensuring that children in remote areas—regardless of their ethnicity or location—
have access to quality education and equal opportunities for a better future.




3. Her Majesty’s Compassion in Social Welfare

Recognizing the great importance of alleviating the suffering of her people, Her
Majesty has extended her benevolence to the public in the fields of medicine,
public health, and social welfare through numerous Royal Initiatives. She has
always been aware that good physical health leads to good mental well-being,
enabling individuals to contribute effectively to other aspects of life.

Her compassion extends not only to the Thai people but also to countless refugees.
One notable example is the Ban Khao Lan incident in Trat Province, where Her
Majesty personally visited Cambodian war refugees, bringing food, medicine, and
clothing to distribute with her own hands. She graciously instructed the Thai Red
Cross Society to cooperate with the International Red Cross in providing assistance
and arranged for teachers to train the refugees in various vocational skills. This
humanitarian work has continued over many years.

Furthermore, Her Majesty established the Sai Jai Thai Foundation, dedicated to
assisting wounded or disabled soldiers, police officers, and volunteers who served
the nation. The Foundation helps them regain self-reliance, develop careers, and
earn income to support their families. The handicraft products made by members
of the Sai Jai Thai Foundation have long been well known and cherished by the
Thai people.
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4. “Model Farms” Under the Royal Initiative — Integrated
Agricultural Learning Centers Sustaining the Lives of Thai
Farmers

More than 20 years ago, the Model Farm Project under the Royal Initiative was
established at Ban Khun Tae, Moo 5, Doi Kaew Subdistrict, Chom Thong District,
Chiang Mai Province. The project originated from Her Majesty’s compassion in
helping people who were unemployed after undergoing rehabilitation and
overcoming drug addiction. Initially, the project focused on developing basic
infrastructure such as roads and water sources, as well as supporting agricultural
activities within the project — including the cultivation of vegetables and various
fruit trees, and the raising of livestock such as cattle, ducks, chickens, pigs, and
fish. Over time, the project expanded and developed continuously, spreading
across the country.

In recent years, the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic caused massive job
losses, forcing many people to return to their hometowns and leaving them without
income to support their families. In light of this hardship, His Majesty King Maha
Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua, who has pledged to “Continue,
Preserve, and Build Upon” the royal initiatives of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit
The Queen Mother in alleviating the suffering and improving the well-being of
the Thai people, graciously granted permission to utilize land from 30 of the 61
Model Farms in 17 provinces nationwide to support employment under the
“Model Farm Project to Combat COVID-19”.

This initiative provided temporary jobs and sustainable income for people during
difficult times, ensuring that they and their families could continue to live with

stability and dignity on Thai soil.
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5. The “Sirikit Institute” — Continuing the Legacy of Arts and Crafts and
Showcasing Exquisite Thai Masterpieces

For more than 60 years, throughout Her Majesty’s reign, the Thai people have
witnessed Her tireless devotion and perseverance in carrying out numerous royal
duties—particularly her dedication to the promotion of traditional arts and
crafts (Silapacheep), which has greatly contributed to the nation’s economic and
cultural development up to the present day.

Over the course of nearly 40 years, the Chitralada Arts and Crafts Training
Center has continually advanced its operations, producing outstanding works of
fine craftsmanship that exemplify Thailand’s highest artistic standards. In
recognition of its achievements and enduring contribution, the Center was elevated
to the status of the “Sirikit Institute” on 21 September 2010 (B.E. 2553).

The exquisite creations made by rural artisans—descendants of farmers and
villagers—have been proudly exhibited to Thai and international audiences alike
through the “Arts of the Kingdom Museum” (Silp Phandin), located in Koh Koet
Subdistrict, Bang Pa-in District, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province.

The museum showcases these masterpieces across several floors, beginning with
the “Beetle Wing Room” on the ground floor, which features intricately carved
wooden panels, finely crafted utensils, jewelry, and even a replica of the Royal
Barge Suphannahong. These exhibits stand as a testament to Her Majesty’s
enduring vision to

preserve and promote Thailand’s rich artistic heritage
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6. Continuing the Royal Aspiration of the “Dhamma Queen”

In the realm of religion, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother has
always recognized that religion serves as the moral foundation and spiritual anchor
of humanity — guiding people away from wrongdoing and encouraging them to
live righteous lives. With this understanding, Her Majesty has consistently placed
great importance on the support and patronage of all religions in Thailand.

Not only is She a devout Buddhist who regularly performs religious duties, but She
has also graciously extended Her support to followers of Buddhism, Christianity,
Islam, Brahmanism-Hinduism, and Sikhism, acknowledging that every faith
plays an essential role in nurturing the spiritual well-being of the people.

Whenever His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great (Rama 1X)
attended or presided over religious ceremonies, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The
Queen Mother often accompanied Him — regardless of the religion involved. On
some occasions, She even attended such ceremonies alone, always conducting
Herself with profound respect for the customs and traditions of each faith.

Her Majesty also frequently joined King Rama IX in visiting revered monks to
pay homage and engage in Dhamma discussions. The teachings of the Dhamma
have continually guided Her Majesty in both Her personal life and Her royal J

duties, earning Her the title of “Dhamma Rachini” — The Queen Upholding the
Virtue of the Dhamma.
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7. Reviving Khon — Preserving Thailand’s Exquisite Classical Performing
Art for Future Generations

Throughout Her Majesty’s life, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother
has undertaken countless royal duties, particularly in the field of arts and culture,
where She has devoted Herself to preserving and promoting Thailand’s invaluable
cultural heritage. Among these, Khon, the traditional Thai masked dance drama,
holds a special place as one of the nation’s highest forms of performing art and
royal entertainment, celebrated for centuries.

With Her far-sighted vision, Her Majesty graciously commanded that Khon be
studied and revived according to ancient royal traditions. She emphasized the
restoration of traditional craftsmanship in Khon costumes, ensuring their
authenticity and beauty as in the past. Experts and master artisans from related
fields were commissioned to research historical documents and evidence
concerning Khon attire in classical dramas, in order to recreate the costumes and
stage designs with meticulous attention to detail.

Her Majesty also encouraged the modernization of stage performance techniques
while preserving the essence of traditional Khon artistry. The first Royal Khon
Performance — The Battle of Prommas (Phra Ram and Prommas Episode) —
was staged in 2009 (B.E. 2552) under Her Majesty’s initiative. It marked a new era
for Khon, earning nationwide acclaim for its magnificent costumes, elaborate stage
settings, and sophisticated production design.

Through Her Majesty’s vision and dedication, the intricate art of Khon — once on

the verge of fading into history — has been revived, rejuvenated, and celebrated J
once again as a priceless national heritage. It stands as a symbol of Thai cultural

identity, one that all Thais are urged to cherish and preserve for 1

;g generations to come. ‘A %
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8. “Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai” — The Royal Initiative Project

“If His Majesty the King is water, I shall be the forest — a forest that loyally
serves the water. While the King builds reservoirs, I shall grow forests.”

This profound statement by Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother
reflects Her unwavering determination to conserve forests, the vital sources of
Thailand’s watersheds. Her Majesty’s efforts were intended to complement the
royal works of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great (Rama 1X),
who emphasized water resource development to ensure that the Thai people would
have sufficient water for daily use and agriculture.

One of Her Majesty’s most significant environmental initiatives that embodies Her
compassion for both nature and people is the “Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai” Project
(Small Homes in a Big Forest). This project was conceived to promote forest
conservation while improving the quality of life for communities living within
forested areas.

The first project site was established in Ban Huai Mai Hok, Omkaoi District,
Chiang Mai Province, in 1991 (B.E. 2534) under Her Majesty’s Royal Initiative.
The project integrates forest restoration, reforestation, and community
development, encouraging local villagers to live in harmony with nature.
Participants are provided with proper housing, land for cultivation, and vocational
training to achieve sustainable livelihoods without resorting to deforestation.

Through the “Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai” Project, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen
Mother has exemplified the vision of coexistence between humanity and the J
environment, ensuring that the forests — the lifeblood of the land — continue to

flourish for future generations. -
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9. The Compassion of Her Majesty the Queen Mother — Reviving Lives in
Times of Public Health Crises

Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother has always shown profound
compassion and concern for the hardships of the Thai people, especially regarding
health and medical care in remote rural areas. She has long recognized that
good physical health leads to good mental well-being, which in turn enables
people to contribute productively to their communities and nation.

With this understanding, Her Majesty initiated and supported numerous royal
health and medical projects. One of Her earliest initiatives was to dispatch
medical teams to accompany Her during provincial visits, which later evolved into
the Royal Medical Units that continue to serve people across the country to this
day.

She also expanded upon King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great’s (Rama IX)
visionary “Village Health Volunteer Project”, by selecting and training local
volunteers to provide basic healthcare in their own communities. These volunteers
were taught to use medicines properly and to care for minor illnesses, thereby
promoting sustainable grassroots healthcare.

For those who were seriously ill or impoverished, Her Majesty never turned
them away — they were graciously accepted as patients under the Royal
Patronage, receiving treatment and care regardless of their circumstances.

Every life, in Her Majesty’s eyes, holds value and dignity. Under Her benevolent
care, countless Thai people have found hope, healing, and renewed strength, J
a true reflection of Her enduring compassion and devotion to the well-being of the

nation
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10. Creativity and Preserving Thai Identity

Whenever His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great was scheduled to
visit foreign countries to strengthen diplomatic relations, Her Majesty Queen
Sirikit The Queen Mother sought to wear outfits that truly reflected Thai
identity. The various traditional Thai costumes She wore during these state
visits were all meticulously made from Thai textiles, showcasing both Her
creativity and dedication to preserving Thailand’s cultural heritage.

Each ensemble demonstrated exquisite beauty, combining ancient royal court
traditions of Thai women’s attire with modern sensibilities, ensuring the
garments were appropriate for each occasion while maintaining authentic Thai
elegance. Through these efforts, Her Majesty not only promoted Thai textiles
internationally but also reinforced the unique identity and pride of Thailand’s
cultural heritage.
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